
Book Review: The Absolutely True Diary of Part Time  

                       Indian by Sherman Alexie 

                                                                   

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie is about a fourteen-

year-old boy named Arnold Spirit (Junior). Junior lives on an Indian reservation and has 

disabilities. Junior faces a lot of problems because he always gets bullied and beat up by students 

and men. Junior struggles to find acceptance and belonging in the different communities, the 

Spokane reservation and Reardan high. Junior has interested adventure because he does a very 

bold move by being brave and doing what’s best for him. So read this book and find you will 

find out what Juniors adventures are. Junior does what a normal student does like go to school 

and go to school events. Junior experienced a lot of things in his life as a fourteen-year-old kid. 

Junior was my favorite character because he is funny, he also makes the book interested. Junior 

is the narrator of the book so it’s his perspective on everything.  

Junior is a brave teenager. I liked the book because it was interesting to read, and it was 

the main character telling you his own personal experiences and what he must deal with. My 

favorite part of the book is when junior beats Rowdy in a basketball game because rowdy is 



bigger and stronger than junior. They verse each other and junior destroys rowdy. Rowdy was 

the best player on his team. My least favorite part is when rowdy doesn’t except the fact that 

junior wouldn’t be around him during the day. If any changes could be made to a scene to make 

the text stronger it would be his sister leaving him and not being there for him. As the older 

sibling you would want to be a example and a person to be looked up to. Change her attitude 

towards life to a more positive attitude. She needed to be an example for her little brother junior. 

This book is recommended because it makes you realize what people go through and how they 

deal with it also how they live with it. It shows mental toughness in the main character junior and 

how he over comes many tragic events in his life. It also shows the perseverance in junior. It 

makes you stop and think, how can I as a person make a difference and help people every day. 

Everybody can learn from this book and learn to take nothing for granite. I have done things that 

characters do like play basketball with my friends from the morning to dark. Junior is the most 

relatable character because I do have a speech impediment. People must learn to except the fact 

that you have it. It’s hard to deal with it because you don’t know how people are going to react to 

the speech impediment. Junior is credible because he experienced a lot of things through his life. 

He’s very trustworthy. This book gets a four out of five stars. The book is two-hundred and 

twenty- eight pages. Read more to get a good laugh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Time to Dance 

Padma Venkatraman 

Age Range: teenager/young adult  

A Time to Dance 

 

Veda’s passion is dance but when a tragic accident took her leg she is faced with many 

challenges.  Will she rise-up to these challenges?  

A Time to Dance by Padma Venkatraman is a story about a girl named Veda. Veda has 

an accident and loses half of her leg. She needs to relearn her passion which is dancing. It will 

not be easy, but she must show commitment and dedication. She has lots of conflicts with 

relationships such as family and friends but needs to find a way through it. I feel like a good age 

group for this story is would be teenager/young adult because lots of conflicts can be related to 

teens.  She meets this boy through dance named Govinda that she likes and wants to go on a date 

with.  For a while the relationship is a little awkward.  They are timid with each other, but it is 

interesting to see how it plays out.  Although there is not much action in this book there are some 

moments that were thrilling.  



 My favorite part of this book is the overall theme and message, which is never give up 

and do what you love. Out of 5 stars I would rate this about 3.7 stars out of 5 just because there 

could have been more action; however, I still understand and enjoy the message behind it all, 

which is perseverance and determination.   

Publishing Date:  May 1, 2014 

Publisher: Penguin Group, USA, Inc  

Page Count: 320 pages  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                              A Time to Dance Book review 

                                                         

The book: A TIME TO DANCE by Padma Venkatraman is about a girl named Veda who loves 

Bharatanatyam style dance. She loves it so much she got into the finals. Veda did really well in 

the finals but, on the way back home she got into an accident on a bus and her right leg must be 

amputated below the knee. Her dance teacher said that she will never be able to dance again, so 

she joined a new dance team with younger kids. She relearns each step on how to do 

Bharatanatyam dance.   

The main character is Veda. The character was credible because she believes in herself 

enough to relearn how to dance with her new teacher. The main character got into an accident 

and had to relearn Bharatanatyam style dance about her old teacher said she could not dance 

again, so she moved to a new dance teacher. My character Veda ran into the problem that she 

lost her leg due to a bus accident.  

My favorite character is Veda because she Is the narrator and she is the one doing the 

most in the book. I can’t relate to the book in any way. Did I like the book, yes I liked the book 

because Veda does not have any doubt in herself due to her accident and she proceeded to do 

what she loves. So, when you get into a hard situation take it one step at a time and you will 

overcome it.  

My favorite part of the book was when Veda recovered from her accident because she 

can do what she loves again and she does not have to be in the hospital anymore. My least 

favorite part of the book was when she got into her accident and she was in the hospital and no 

one came to see her besides one person. Another thing I did not like was how her mom did not 

care what Veda was doing and was always mean to her.  If I could change a part in the book it 

would be the ending. My recommendation for this book is any type of person would enjoy 



reading this book because of the twist and turns/action and yes, I would recommend this book to 

another person. The book has 320 pages and I would rate it a 4.5 out of 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CATALYST by Laurie Halse Anderson 

published by Penguin Group 

page count 232 

 

On your mark, get set, go!! Get ready to join Kate on her treacherous marathon to college. Filled 

with unexpected events, you get to experience the journey she takes with her because the first 

point-of-view perspective. Catalyst is all about overcoming problems and teaches you to prepare 

ahead of time. While not being the most action-filled, the way the book executes relationships, 

stress, and just everyday life is phenomenal. Another strong point would definitely be the 

interactions between the characters. It all feels so real and that makes it really enjoyable. In terms 

of the plot, it starts a little slow but picks up later. The plot is also easy to follow, and I think it’s 

a good book for high schoolers to pick up. Out of 5, this book is definitely a 4.5. 

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Catalyst / M. Viking, 2002. 

 

 



 

Catalyst by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Published by Penguin Group in 2002 

232 pages 

 

Take a ride on this emotional rollercoaster filled with plot twists and challenges faced by a teen 

girl just trying to make it to college. This book consists of unexpected events that are yet still 

plausible. The circumstances in this book are realistic and relatable. Catalyst is about 

overcoming obstacles and moving on with life. The plot is understandable and easy to follow. 

Catalyst by Laurie Halse Anderson is great for people in high school because through the first-

person perspective of Kate, the main character, you can almost feel as if you’re experiencing the 

challenges Kate confronts. This book is writing in a way that lets you feel what the characters 

feel. Be prepared. The author, Laurie Halse Anderson is known for her coming of age books and 

was first recognized for her book, Speak, in 1999. Catalyst deserves 4.5 out of 5 stars. 

 

 



 

I am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter  

Book Review 

                                         

The book I am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter, by Erika L Sanchez, is about a 17-

year-old girl just trying to make it through high school but after her “perfect” sister Olga dies she 

thinks nothing worse could happen, but she is wrong, her life just keeps going downhill as she 

tries to just make it through high school.  Julia has some trouble controlling her attitude and ends 

up getting herself into trouble more than she needs to be.  Julia doesn’t get any help facing her 

problems because her best friends don’t have the resources or understand enough to help her, and 

her parents don’t care anymore now that her sister Olga has died.  One boy changes Julia’s view 

on love in a good and in dangerous ways.  Most of Julia’s choices end up making huge impacts 

on her, her family and her friends. You’ll have to read to see what her choices are and what they 

lead to. 

Julia is the best character because she has such a troubled life with her depression, Olgas 

death and no support from her family.  I can’t relate to her character her too much, but I know 



people who do and it’s hard for them.  This book is very good and has a lot of surprises.  She 

makes one mistake that almost ruins her life.  Olga may have had a more interesting life than 

anyone knew?   Do her parents ever learn to accept there not so perfect daughter.  The ending 

will make you question everything you just read.   

There is 340 pages in this book and then page 341 holds mental health resources I rate 

this book, 4 out of 5 stars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Meg: Book Review  

Length:  337 pages 

Age range: 14+ 

 

Hello there! My name is Marc and I’m here as your guide throughout the book review of The 

Meg. Without stopping let’s just start off with… 

 

The main story 

Our journey begins with a man named Jonas Taylor. An ex-navy and deep-sea rescue diver who 

was dishonorably discharged after accidently getting two people killed. Everyone thought he was 

crazy but surprise, he isn’t. Now skip to years later, he has been divorced after his wife Maggie 



cheated on him with his friend Bud and devoted to studying about the sea and megladon. He is 

recruited by his friend, Masao Tanaka to go down into the Marianna trench along with his son 

DJ.  Long story short everything goes wrong. 2 megalodon breach the abyss and that leads to 

DJ’s death and now a giant threat to the ecosystem. Luckily only 1 shark made it as the other was 

cannibalized due to being tangled in the winchline. Soon after the shark starts killing whales and 

humans alike while Masao, his daughter Terry, Jonas, his pal Mac and other forces go to try and 

capture it. It causes havoc on the humans while trying to feed as it is pregnant. Jonas and Masao 

finally figure that out and decide to try and get it before it starts even more havoc. Cue the epic 

final battles. They face off with tranquilizers and sedate it. But Bud rolls up with his goons and 

tries bombing it. That fails quickly as they’re not the brightest and end up getting themselves 

killed. After saving some people, Jonas comes up with an idea, his idea is to [DATA 

EXPUNGED]. It works as Jonas passes out and sees a single Megalodon pup being brought into 

the Tanaka institute. His story ends here. This cliffhanger leads to the next book, The Trench. 

 

Main Characters 

Jonas Taylor: Ex-Navy/Deep sea rescue diver. The main character who has had the worst things 

happen to him. Seems realistic enough, although a little too heroic. 8/10. 

 

Terry Tanaka: Daughter of Masao Tanaka. Somewhat arrogant and cold at times towards people 

yet is a caring person. 8.5/10 

 



Masao Tanaka: Kind old man and father of Terry and DJ. Extremely caring and down to earth. 

Reasonable to everyone and doesn’t hold a grudge against the sharks as he knows they’re just 

creatures who are acting out of instinct. 9/10. 

 

Mac: the comic relief of the book. Very kind but will be brutally honest to you.  Seems like a 

chill person. Oh yeah, he’s also the helicopter pilot/Everyone’s ride to and from places. 10/10, 

my favorite character from the book. Why? Because he’s an awesome guy who is also a voice of 

reason to Jonas. That gets expanded on in the next book, but I’ll let you go read it. 

 

Bud: A backstabbing little S-, I uh. I meant to say a character who you should hate.  Very 

unreasonable and makes stupid choices all throughout the book. Only redeeming qualities are 

that he isn’t too important and doesn’t get the spotlight. 3/10. 

 

Maggie Taylor: same with bud, but somehow worse. Will do anything to boost her ego. Ends up 

getting herself killed by not being rational. Her one redeeming quality is that her death scene was 

adapted to the 2018 movie which is loosely based on the plot of the book. Except it’s a different 

character and she’s likable, unlike Maggie. 1/10. 

 

Personal experiences 

Now I don’t really have any experience with giant sharks and ocean science, but I can relate to 

Jonas at the beginning. Long story short I had to decide between 2 options many times in my life. 



Tough calls where you must understand what your consequences are and what those actions can 

do to people. Anyways, next part. 

Overall opinion (spoilers!) 

Ok so here’s my overall opinion for the book. I loved it! The way certain things happen is great, 

the details are specific, the book draws you in, the pacing is wonderful, and all the cool scenes 

are memorable.  My favorite part of the book was before the actual story began. It was like a tiny 

80-90-page prequal with 2 stories. One was around 5 pages or something. It took place in the 

1800’s where sailors were over the trench (though they didn’t know that) and were measuring 

depths.  As they did that, the captain and a sailor talked about the megalodon. They had 

wondered if the creature was still alive while they looked over the side of the ship. Cut to the 

past, well present day, you get what I mean. This is the story where Jonas first saw the shark and 

got 2 men killed. It’s also interesting as we get to see another cool creature, the giant squids that 

inhabit the trench and make an appearance in the movie. Basically, a mission goes wrong and 

Jonas is blamed because reasons. It ends on an unsettling note before getting to the epilogue of 

this prequel. Someone checking damages done to the submarine, the sea cliff. He noticed a 6-

inch hole and a white, pineapple sized shark tooth. The creepy thing is that in the main story, 

Jonas mentioned while finding a similar tooth, that since it’s that white, it’s a fresh tooth. 

Meaning there’s proof that the megalodon is alive, which is awesomely terrifying! My least 

favorite parts were most of Bud and Maggie’s scenes (not counting their deaths). They dragged 

on for too long and felt unnecessary to the plot.  If I had to change anything, it would be to add 

more of the scenes with the point of view being from the female megalodon. Those were a cool 

touch and showed that this wasn’t just a murderous creature who kills for no reason other than 



because. It showed that this was a creature trying to survive in a much bigger and vastly different 

world then it’s home back in the trench. 

Recommendations 

Would I recommend this book to anyone? Well yes and no. while it’s a great book and I would 

recommend it, its not right for certain audiences. Like I wouldn’t give it to a 6-year-old who 

probably doesn’t understand most of the words. Or I wouldn’t give it to someone with a fear of 

water, sharks, gore and lots of language. But for most people who can handle that stuff, go and 

get this book. Like right now. Even if its 1am and you’re reading a 15-year old’s book review 

because why not? My final thoughts go buy it; you won’t regret it! 10/10! 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                   The Patron Saints of Nothing 

                                  

The 18-year-old Filipino, Jay Reguero, has a bright future ahead of him after enrolling in 

the University of Michigan. It’s spring break and Jay is planning on playing videogames the 

whole time. Unfortunately, those plans change once he gets devasting news that his cousin, Jun, 

was murdered in the Philippines because of the drug war.  Jay’s family didn’t want to share 

much, so he was lost and confused. His parents wouldn’t share any details about what happened, 

so Jay decides to take a trip to the Philippines by himself. At first, his parents weren’t on board 

with the decision, however Jay was too determined to take no for an answer. The relationship Jay 

and Jun shared was so strong that he had to find out the real story to how Jun died. When he 

arrives in the Philippines, Jay stayed at his Tito Manning’s house for a couple days before 

traveling to his other cousin, Chato’s, house. Tito is a stubborn and harsh character. He doesn’t 

show a lot of emotion, so at first Jay is having trouble figuring out where to start his 

investigation. Eventually, he talks to his family and learns more about his heritage. He realizes 

that his family hasn’t spoken about Jun and they don’t have pictures in the house. It’s like he’s 

invisible now. Now Jay is losing trust in his family and believes they are hiding something. You 



might have doubts about his determination or how far Jay will go to find out the truth.   Read 

more to find out! The Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay has a lot of different characters. 

Each character has their own personality. For example, Jay, the main character, is a courageous 

and intelligent person. He isn’t scared to do something many people wouldn’t do. His cousin 

Grace is a sneaky and quite person. Jay and Grace are total opposites, but further into the book 

they will have this connection that will affect the ending of the story. Randy Ribay does very 

good job at making his story feel alive. Using figurative language to describe the setting and the 

characters emotions makes each character more relatable. Also, it helps create an image in your 

mind as you are reading. Furthermore, the amount of obstacles Jay will have to go through to 

find the truth is crazy, it keeps you on your feet wanting to read more. However, even though the 

book is packed with mystery and drama, its not a short book its about 318 pages, but don’t let 

that scare you, the ending is totally worth it. The book isn’t just about Jay getting the answers he 

wants, Ribay really emphasizes the drug war going on in the Philippines. It’s an issue he feels 

strongly about and wanted to incorporate into this book. He wants people to be aware of the drug 

war and understand what’s happening but wanted to address it in this novel. The book has a great 

flow with many plots that changes. I think that it is really cool how he plays with your emotions 

and feelings in the book. Although I enjoyed the book, Ribay sometimes lets the story get bland. 

For instance, he doesn’t need to get into every little detail when Jay is in the car and walking 

around or putting in a conflict that doesn’t make a lot of sense to put in. Those are the only two 

examples of issues I had with the book. The book wasn’t the best book I read but it was still a 

good book. I chose the book by only reading the first page and I eventually got hooked and 

wanted to read more.  Other than that, I think any reader who is willing to take the time to read a 

long book or wants something different this book is for you. At first, I wasn’t so sure about the 



book, but once Jay travels to the Philippines alone, tensions rose and you start to see a different 

side of Jay.  Pay attention closely to how Jay reacts to news and information around his family 

and what decisions he decides to make.  It helps you understand his frustration better. Finally, 

after reading and analyzing the details of this story, I give The Patron Saints of Nothing by 

Randy Ribay a rating of 4.4 out of 5. The reason I give this book such a high rating is because 

the book has so many well-developed ideas.  Ribay’s book is just not about a fictional characters, 

but a story incorporating a real-life issue going on in this world today. I hope you like this book 

just as much as I did. Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                            The Patron Saints of Nothing 

                                                         

The book of Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay is a very interesting, coming of age book. 

This book is about a vigilante who is in his last semester of high school before he leaves for 

Michigan. Jay Reguero is a typical high school kid. Very mellow, low key and loves to play 

video games.The author wrote some really interesting surprises, which build up to a great story. 

This book brought a nail biting feel, confusion, and a huge thrill. 

There were items in this book that were good and had very few bad ones. It took a pretty long 

time for it to start getting interesting which was fine .It was worth the wait and I do not regret it. 

The vigilante aspect was something great about the book because it brought a rebellious feel for 

a good cause. For example, after Jay’s cousin was killed in a drug cartel, Jay changes his route 

and goes to a country that is foggy in his memory to find out what really happened. Exposing 

corruption is another part of this book which is very entertaining. 

The author Randy Ribay did a great job. Overall this book is very interesting and entertaining. 

People who like mysteries, challenges and plot twists would enjoy reading the book Patron 

Saints of Nothing. 



 

                                               

Dear Friend,                    

I just finished reading The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky. It was about 

a boy who goes by the name Charlie, but it isn’t his real name since he doesn’t want anyone to 

know who he really is. No one’s names are definite. It is about his freshman year of high school 

with his own ups and downs to it. He does have trouble being a shy and reserved teenager. The 

story was written in a series of letters. I thought that was interesting to me. It is depressing to 

read, and he is very honest. I cannot share the problems he runs into because that might spoil the 

book if you ever want to read it. My favorite character is Sam, who is one of Charlie’s first ever 

and best friend. She encourages Charlie to step over his boundaries and try new things he never 

would have thought to try before. I could not relate to any of the characters personally because I 

don’t go out a lot. I still felt like I could relate because of how real-world it felt to me. I felt 

infinite when reading it.  

I liked the book a lot. I wish I can share my favorite part, but that could spoil the book. I 

don’t want to do that if you plan on reading it. I didn’t have a part that I didn’t like because I 



thought all of his letters were interesting. If I had the power to, I would want to make the book 

longer because it felt too short to me. I would highly recommend this book to all teens & adults. 

I believe it should be a “must-read” book. Even if you don’t like reading I still think you should 

read it at some point. You might also feel infinite. 

Love always, 

Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



              The Perks of Being a Wallflower: The Empty Perks of Being a Freshman. 

 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a collection of letters is meant to be read by somebody who 

wants to listen. This book is hard to handle, and if you can, your life will be better for it. It will 

make you feel a connection with the entire world while making you feel infinite. It’s the type of 

book that you can read your freshman year of high school, then again ten years later and the 

book will mean something completely different to you. Perks of Being a Wallflower grows and 

changes with you. The main character, Charlie, grows with you as he pours all of his heart and 

adventures into these letters. 

Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky is categorized as a “young adult epistolary 

novel” which I would like to disagree with. The book was one of the more controversial things 

I’ve read, and it isn’t like any other YA novel I’ve read. Most YA books have this cookie cutter 

plot about depressed teens with second-rate parents who have problems nobody else could 

possibly understand. Even though Perks is about a freshman, Charlie, it is far from that mold. 

For one thing, Charlie isn’t out for revenge and he isn’t written to show how much better he is 

than everyone else. In other YA books, the main character is usually this special snowflake that 



everyone either hates or loves. Charlie is the main character, because he has the most to say, and 

has no other outlet to share his thoughts and feelings. 

The book was released in February of 1999, but takes place in the early 90’s. Even 

though the novel is over twenty years old it still talks about current issues of today like 

depression, drug and alcohol abuse, abortion, and suicide. While all of those things might be 

despairing, there are points that the book brings you up. Charlie’s friends Sam and Patrick do 

that for him. They’re seniors who befriend Charlie at a pivotal time in Charlie’s life, when his 

only friend committed suicide only months prior. They help him feel a sense of belonging and 

acceptance that he never felt before.  

While this book is a classic, I have to be completely honest. While the characters briefly 

talk about sexual assault, I believe that they didn’t address the topic as fully as they should have. 

There is some crude language and actions that might make some people uncomfortable and while 

this book at some points is extremely fun to read other points are serious and difficult to read.  

These characters might be factitious, but they are written very realistically. It gives you a 

sense of euphoria while giving you the ability to understand each character’s psyche. The book is 

shorter than most, so if you choose to read it, you will read it quickly. I highly recommend you 

read about Charlie. He is the sweetest person you’ll ever meet. 

 

 

 

 



Speak 

By Laurie Halse Anderson 

Published by the Penguin Group 

Published in 1999 

                                        

The summer before her freshman year, Melinda gets invited to a party, a party that 

changed her life. During the party, something happens to her that forces her to call the police. 

Melinda enters her freshman year alone and having every one of her old friends hate her. Every 

time she crosses paths with her old friends, specifically Rachel (her friend since grade school), 

they show their signs of hate and mimicking towards Melinda and she usually shrugs it off. 

People question her as to why she called the police, but she doesn’t give the answer. After the 

fact, Melinda meets a girl named Heather. Heather and Melinda become “friends” and Heather 

joins the “The Marthas” in which they also don’t like the fact that Heather is Melinda’s friend. 



This story portrays Melinda’s life through her freshman year and her ups and downs with her 

grades, relationships, social life, and the conflict between her and others. 

This is a good book for those who have been in the same situation that Melinda. The part 

of Melinda being lonely through freshman year is very relatable. Many other teens can also relate 

to Melinda if they have gone through the same problem she has gone through at that party. 

Overall, I would rate this book a 3.5 out of 5 stars because although the book is great, the book 

does repeat a lot and takes a while for it to get to the point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Touching Spirit Bear 

                                                                                            

In  the  book,  Touching  Spirit  Bear, by Ben  Mikaelsen,  the  main character  Cole is a  

Troublemaker  ends  up  being  a  teenage  delinquent  He  hurt  a  kid  named  Peter and  that   

led  to  major  consequences.  He  was  basically  put  up  to  the  test  to  see  if  he 

could  survive  in  an  cold  environment.  A  combination  of  wilderness  and  adventure  gave 

him  some obstacles.  I  believe  Cole  is  the  best  character  because  he  challenges  himself   

and  although  he  might  struggle, he  finds  himself  helping  himself  in  a  way.  For  me   

personally,  reading  about  Cole  and  what  he  had  to  go  through  was  fun  because  I  could  

 imagine  what  everything  looked  like  and  I  could  feel  his  feelings.  I  would  say  the   

author  did  a  good  job  with  that.  Imagining  the  setting  and  his  feelings  really  engaged   

me  to  read  more,  and  it  just  made  the  book  more  fun  to  read.  Although  the  book  has  

up  to  308  pages,  the  font  in  the  book  is  bigger  than  what  you  would  expect  and  pages  

go  by  much  faster.  In  my  opinion,  I  would  rate  this  book  a  4/5. 

 

 



 

 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

                                                       

In Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe, the main character, Okonkwo, is an African 

male and a very masculine man, or at least the stereotype of what masculinity means.  He is very 

physically fit and makes sure that he has a great reputation among his community members.  He 

also does not communicate his emotions often and if he does it is in an extremely unacceptable 

way.  This novel brings awareness to mental health issues in men and the effects of a community 

that values toxic masculinity. 

The other essential characters in this story are Ikemefuna, the boy who came to 

Okonkwo's village as a sacrifice who later begins to adore the man, and Ojiugo, one of 



Okonkwo’s wives.  These characters are dependable due to the fact that they do nothing to hurt 

Okonkwo and continue to prove that they care for him.  These characters were added to the text 

to help Okonkwo when they were put in specific situations together.  For example, when 

Ikemefuna was pleading for Okonkwo to help him in a time of dire circumstance, he does not 

help the boy due to his need to be seen by his tribe as emotionless and “strong” enough to do 

what must be done.  The boy was such a favorable character because he became proof of what 

happens to others when one does not address their issues in a healthy manner. 

Okonkwo is relatable because like many people today, he fears being looked down upon 

by his community members and also was never shown how to properly express his 

emotions.  Many people today lack self confidence like Okonkwo which causes them to act the 

way other people want them to or deem fit. 

This book gets 3/5 stars because of how insipid it was when any action was over.  My 

favorite part was when Okonkwo was exiled to Mbanta because it gave him an opportunity to 

learn from his mistakes and be able to move forward.  My least favorite part was when Okonkwo 

hurt Ikemefuna at one of his most unpropitious times.  The phrase “never meet your heroes” 

perfectly applies to this situation because Ikemefuna’s hero is not who Okonkwo is.  If I could 

change anything about this story, I would most likely change the way it was written.  It was very 

straightforward and made the story unexciting and monotonous.  It became difficult to finish. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

          Thank you for reading our reviews! We hope our reviews were helpful and informative.  

 

            Sincerely, 

           Mrs. Spinelli’s English 10R Course #4 

           2019-2020 


